
2017 BRIDGEPORT MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS 
BOARD OF EDUCATION AND CITY COUNCIL

CANDIDATE PROFILES



INTRODUCTION
FaithActs for Education is a 501(c)(3) nonprofi t based in Bridgeport, Connecticut. We are people 
of faith building power to get our children the education they deserve. 

As part of our 2017 Voter Guide, we sent a questionnaire to each candidate running for 
Bridgeport Board of Education and City Council. Their responses are presented below, and 
candidates who declined to respond are noted. You can access all of this information, along with 
key dates and resources, at VoteBridgeport.com. 

Candidates’ views are presented for informational purposes only. FaithActs for Education does 
not endorse any candidate or party.

BOARD OF EDUCATION, SPECIAL ELECTION

Sybil Allen
Running for:  Board of Education

Party affi  liation:  Democrat

Previous elected offi  ces:  City Council, Democratic Town Committee

Candidate declined to respond

James Carbone
Running for:  Board of Education    
Party affi  liation:  Republican

Occupation:  C.E.O. of Plastic Factory in BPT

Neighborhood:  West End, the East Side, now Black Rock

Education background:  1 Year of U of Bridgeport

Previous elected offi  ces:  6 years of BOE in Bridgeport

Number of children:  Five

Did you ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

Did your children ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  No

What will be your #1 priority if elected?  Help restore order to B.O.E.

What is your vision for education in Bridgeport?  Making sure we are doing all we can to help 
our kids learn.

What, in your opinion, is the greatest challenge facing Bridgeport?  Lack of well paying 
jobs - families earning more will have time to help kids learn. 

75% of Bridgeport’s third graders aren’t reading on grade level, and 90% of our eighth graders 
aren’t doing math on grade level. If elected, what will you do to fi x this?  No response.

Do you believe Bridgeport should receive increased education funding?  Why or why not?  The 
easy answer is to say yes - however its proven that just more money does not improve test 
scores. Parental involvement is the real key.

Why do you believe Bridgeport citizens should vote for you?  Honest - experience - no political 
infl uence on me.

BOARD OF EDUCATION, REGULAR ELECTION

Shavonne Davis 
Running for:  Board of Education

Party affi  liation:  Working Families Part 

Candidate declined to respond

Howard Gardner
Running for:  Board of Education

Party affi  liation:  Working Families Party

Previous elected offi  ces:  Board of Education 

Candidate declined to respond
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Hernan Illingworth
Running for:  Board of Education    
Party affi  liation:  Democrat

Campaign website:  EduUnitingBpt2017.com, facebook.com/
EducationUnitingBridgeport2017

Occupation:  Production Manager

Neighborhood:  North End

Education background:  No response

Previous elected offi  ces:  Bridgeport Board of Education, 2011-2015

Number of children:  One

Did you ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  No

Did your children ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

What will be your #1 priority if elected?  Our number #1 priority will be putting the focus back 
on our children and teachers. For too long infi ghting has halted the progress of our schools. 
We need to unite and work together to come up with outcome-based solutions to the district’s 
problems, making sure that teachers are heard and supported, so that they can support our 
children in the classroom.

What is your vision for education in Bridgeport?  As parents we want what everyone wants:  
Our children to all have access to a great education, no matter where they live. We envision a 
Bridgeport where our schools have true equity in academics and resources.

What, in your opinion, is the greatest challenge facing Bridgeport?  In our view, our greatest 
issue is twofold: Inequitable education funding and poor leadership. Not only are our schools 
severely underfunded, but we also aren’t keeping decision makers accountable for how our 
limited resource are being used.

75% of Bridgeport’s third graders aren’t reading on grade level, and 90% of our eighth 
graders aren’t doing math on grade level. If elected, what will you do to fi x this?  The reality 
is Bridgeport is underfunded and as a result schools don’t have the resources to provide our 
children with early intervention and support services. That’s big reason our children aren’t 
reading on grade level. As a slate, that’s what we are going to focus on - making sure those 
resources are available to our schools.

Do you believe Bridgeport should receive increased education funding?  Why or why not?  Yes, 
absolutely! Our city has been chronically underfunded by both the city and state. We will fi ght 
to make sure our children get the funding they are owed. We will also make sure that funding is 
being used for programs that work!

Why do you believe Bridgeport citizens should vote for you?  As parent leaders, these are our 
children and this is our city! With a combined 28 years of active experience on the ground, 
advocating for our children, we believe we have the knowledge and passion to bring change to 
our school community and to be a conduit of unity and partnership.

Sara Lewis
Running for:  Board of Education    
Party affi  liation:  Democrat

Campaign website:  N/A

Occupation:  N/A

Neighborhood:  East Side

Education background:  Masters Degree

Previous elected offi  ces:  None

Number of children:  Three

Did you ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

Did your children ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

What will be your #1 priority if elected?  Developing a fresh perspective: “Students fi rst”. By 
being a voice for students in advocating in the political process at all levels that aff ects our 
students rights to quality education.



What is your vision for education in Bridgeport?  My vision is that every student get quality 
education regardless of ethnic backgrounds. All students deserve the right to succeed. 

What, in your opinion, is the greatest challenge facing Bridgeport?  The greatest challenge 
is fi rst and far most the fi nancial aspect concerning education. When municipals budget cuts 
happens, it seems education is the fi rst to get cut.

75% of Bridgeport’s third graders aren’t reading on grade level, and 90% of our eighth graders 
aren’t doing math on grade level. If elected, what will you do to fi x this?  Provide staff  with 
continuous training (Professional Development) to enhance academic + social skills.

Do you believe Bridgeport should receive increased education funding?  Why or why not?  Yes, 
when Bridgeport gets funding for education, the funds should be for education.

Why do you believe Bridgeport citizens should vote for you?  I have a signifi cant and sustained 
track record of community engagement. I off er my heart felt pledge to serve our students, their 
families, our faculty, our staff , and our community, I will work very hard daily + diligently to grow 
and nurture student achievement. “Students fi rst”

Jessica Martinez 
Running for:  Board of Education

Party affi  liation:  Democrat

Campaign website:  EduUnitingBpt2017.com, 
facebook.com/EducationUnitingBridgeport2017

Occupation:  Caregiver to her father, Pastor Hector Muniz, who is battling ALS; owns two 
businesses.

Neighborhood:  East Side

Education background:  No response

Previous Elected Offi  ces: President, District Parent Advisory Council; Elected to the 137th 
Democratic Town Committee, March of 2016 (currently in position)

Number Of Children: Two

Did you ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

Did your children ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

What will be your #1 priority if elected?  Our number #1 priority will be putting the focus back 
on our children and teachers. For too long infi ghting has halted the progress of our schools. 
We need to unite and work together to come up with outcome-based solutions to the district’s 
problems, making sure that teachers are heard and supported, so that they can support our 
children in the classroom.

What is your vision for education in Bridgeport?  As parents we want what everyone wants: 
Our children to all have access to a great education, no matter where they live. We envision a 
Bridgeport where our schools have true equity in academics and resources. 

What, in your opinion, is the greatest challenge facing Bridgeport?  In our view, our greatest 
issue is twofold: Inequitable education funding and poor leadership. Not only are our schools 
severely underfunded, but we also aren’t keeping decision makers accountable for how our 
limited resource are being used. 

75% Of Bridgeport’s Third Graders Aren’t Reading On Grade Level, And 90% Of Our Eighth 
Graders Aren’t Doing Math On Grade Level. If Elected, What Will You Do To Fix This?  The reality 
is Bridgeport is underfunded and as a result schools don’t have the resources to provide our 
children with early intervention and support services. That’s big reason our children aren’t 
reading on grade level. As a slate, that’s what we are going to focus on - making sure those 
resources are available to our schools. 

Do you believe Bridgeport should receive increased education funding?  Why or why not?  Yes, 
absolutely! Our city has been chronically underfunded by both the city and state. We will fi ght 
to make sure our children get the funding they are owed. We will also make sure that funding is 
being used for programs that work!

Why do you believe Bridgeport citizens should vote for you?  As parent leaders, these are our 
children and this is our city! With a combined 28 years of active experience on the ground, 
advocating for our children, we believe we have the knowledge and passion to bring change to 
our school community and to be a conduit of unity and partnership.
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Chaila Robinson
Running for:  Board of Education

Party affi  liation:  Democrat

Campaign website:  EduUnitingBpt2017.com, facebook.com/
EducationUnitingBridgeport2017 

Occupation:  Loan processor and business owner

Neighborhood:  North End

Education background:  No response

Previous elected offi  ces:  Parent Advisory Council

Number of children:  Two

Did you ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  No

Did your children ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

What will be your #1 priority if elected?  Our number #1 priority will be putting the focus back 
on our children and teachers. For too long infi ghting has halted the progress of our schools. 
We need to unite and work together to come up with outcome-based solutions to the district’s 
problems, making sure that teachers are heard and supported, so that they can support our 
children in the classroom. 

What is your vision for education in Bridgeport?  As parents we want what everyone wants: 
Our children to all have access to a great education, no matter where they live. We envision a 
Bridgeport where our schools have true equity in academics and resources.

What, in your opinion, is the greatest challenge facing Bridgeport?  In our view, our greatest 
issue is twofold: Inequitable education funding and poor leadership. Not only are our schools 
severely underfunded, but we also aren’t keeping decision makers accountable for how our 
limited resource are being used. 

75% Of Bridgeport’s third graders aren’t reading on grade level, and 90% of our eighth graders 
aren’t doing math on grade level. If elected, what will you do to fi x this?  The reality is Bridgeport 
is underfunded and as a result schools don’t have the resources to provide our children with 
early intervention and support services. That’s big reason our children aren’t reading on grade 
level. As a slate, that’s what we are going to focus on - making sure those resources are 
available to our schools. 

Do you believe Bridgeport should receive increased education funding?  Why or why not?  Yes, 
absolutely! Our city has been chronically underfunded by both the city and state. We will fi ght 
to make sure our children get the funding they are owed. We will also make sure that funding is 
being used for programs that work!

Why do you believe Bridgeport citizens should vote for you?  As parent leaders, these are our 
children and this is our city! With a combined 28 years of active experience on the ground, 
advocating for our children, we believe we have the knowledge and passion to bring change to 
our school community and to be a conduit of unity and partnership.

Joseph Sokolovic 
Running for:  Board of Education

Party affi  liation:  Republican, Working Families Party

Campaign website:  sokolovic4bboe.com

Occupation:  New York City transit worker

Neighborhood:  North end

Education background:  Bachelor of Science in Accounting

Previous elected offi  ces:  None

Number of children:  One

Did you ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  No

Did your children ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

What will be your #1 priority if elected?  To bring stability and civility to the board. Without civility 
nothing will be accomplished.



What is your vision for education in Bridgeport?  My vision not only includes increasing 
graduation rates, but also includes ensuring those who do graduate are college ready.

What, in your opinion, is the greatest challenge facing Bridgeport?  Apathy. It is hard to get 
parents invested in education and to realize the power they hold in their hands.

75% of Bridgeport’s third graders aren’t reading on grade level, and 90% of our eighth graders 
aren’t doing math on grade level. If elected, what will you do to fi x this?  Well if money was no 
object and it could be aff orded I would increase math and literacy coaches for one. In addition 
children should not be moved up a grade until they are ready to handle the material, doing so is 
a disservice to the child. 

Do you believe Bridgeport should receive increased education funding?  Why or why not?  Yes. 
To bring back the paraprofessionals whose loss, through budgetary constraints, will be felt 
throughout our students educational careers and beyond. 

Why do you believe Bridgeport citizens should vote for you?  People should vote for me because 
I will never put politic before pupils and I will continue in my advocacy in front of my city council, 
the state legislator and fi nally as a member of the board.

Chris Taylor
Running for:  Board of Education

Party affi  liation:  Republican

Campaign website:  facebook.com/cjtbpt

Occupation:  Retired

Neighborhood:  East End

Education background:  Bachelor’s Degree in General Studies, two classes from Master’s 
Degree

Previous elected offi  ces:  East End NRZ Treasurer

Number of children:  None

Did you ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

Did your children ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  N/A

What will be your #1 priority if elected?  To provide the highest quality education for all 
Bridgeport students.

What is your vision for education in Bridgeport?  Peace, Harmony, and Excellence

What, in your opinion, is the greatest challenge facing Bridgeport?  The lack of proper funding, 
no fi ve year business plan for fi scal plan, turmoil on the board, confl icts of interest, disregard for 
students, guardians and people have become disenfranchised.

75% of Bridgeport’s third graders aren’t reading on grade level, and 90% of our eighth graders 
aren’t doing math on grade level. If elected, what will you do to fi x this?  I am not qualifi ed to 
answer this question from the educational aspect. I would look to the superintendent and staff  
for the solution from an educators stand point. I would then provide them with the resource 
needed or requested to solve the problem.

Do you believe Bridgeport should receive increased education funding?  Why or why not?  Yes. I 
arrived at my answer by following parameters. Funding received by other comparable districts in 
Connecticut. The noticeable cuts I see at Board meetings, lack of sports equipment and general 
items a school should have, cuts in staff  paraprofessionals, guidance counselors, etc.

Why do you believe Bridgeport citizens should vote for you?  I will represent students and their 
guardians fi rst and foremost. My integrity is not compromised, I have no confl icts, I am a man of 
God. I have values and morals that were provided to me by a struggling single mother and I have 
been in or can relate to most situations that students and their guardians face.

John Weldon
Running for:  Board of Education     

Party affi  liation:  Republican

Campaign website:  facebook.com/john.Weldon.585

Occupation:  Manager of Design and Construction Contracts for the 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority, New York, NY

Neighborhood:  Black Rock
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Education background: University of Bridgeport, Master of Business Administration (MBA), 
General Management; University of Bridgeport, Bachelor of Science (B.S.), General Studies & 
Business; University of Bridgeport, Certifi cate, Human Resources Management; Member, Delta 
Epsilon Iota and Delta Mu Delta Academic Honor Societies

Previous elected offi  ces: Appointed to the Bridgeport Board of Education in November 2016; 
BOE Secretary and Chair of the Personnel Committee, 2001 to 2004; Board Member of the 
Connecticut Association for Community Transportation (2001-2004) Board Member of the Black 
Rock Neighborhood Revitalization Zone (NRZ), Chair of its Economic Development and Land Use 
Committees

Number of children:  None

Did you ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

Did your children ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  No

What will be your #1 priority if elected?  To support and build on the good work our new 
Superintendent has embarked on. For far too many years, we operated under Interim Superin-
tendents whose primary job was to keep things basically running. Now, with a new Superinten-
dent in place, and a new organization being developed by her with top people from around the 
region, we’re starting to head in the right direction.

What is your vision for education in Bridgeport?  To make our public education system on par 
with those of the surrounding communities of Fairfi eld, Westport, Trumbull, etc. That requires us 
to think of Bridgeport Public Schools as an investment in our overall economic growth, as well 
as a component of it. Employers will not invest in Bridgeport if we do not have a quality school 
system that will feed them quality job seekers – we need to make Bridgeport Public Schools a 
showcase of Bridgeport’s overall potential.

What, in your opinion, is the greatest challenge facing Bridgeport?  Improving the caliber of edu-
cation provided by Bridgeport Public Schools and increasing funding above the Minimum Budget 
Requirement (MBR). I think these two issues go together and that addressing them together will 
contribute to improving another challenge – low graduation rates with too many young people 
who simply aren’t prepared for anything.

75% of Bridgeport’s third graders aren’t reading on grade level, and 90% of our eighth graders 
aren’t doing math on grade level. If elected, what will you do to fi x this?  I’ve already started in 
the short time I’ve been on the Board. I’ve worked to help retain a highly qualifi ed and compe-
tent Superintendent and then, as Chairman of the Personnel Committee, I’ve worked with the 
Superintendent to re-tool the organizational structure so that student progress can be more 
tightly monitored to make sure students don’t fall through the cracks and get promoted through 
the system before they’re truly ready.

Do you believe Bridgeport should receive increased education funding?  Why or why not?  Yes. 
The Minimum Budget Requirement (MBR) is just that – a minimum that the State holds municipal-
ities accountable to so that the basics are covered. Surrounding municipalities routinely exceed 
that and Bridgeport should be no diff erent. With that being said, and recognizing that Bridgeport 
is an economically distressed city, the Board of Education needs to justify every extra dollar it 
seeks and clearly illustrate the benefi t that every extra dollar invested will make. I will work to do 
just that.

Why do you believe Bridgeport citizens should vote for you?  I would like Bridgeport citizens 
to vote for me so I can continue the work that began shortly after I was appointed last year. 
Retaining a permanent Superintendent, reorganizing the system’s structure, not increasing the 
busing corridor and maintaining crucial programs like Lighthouse have been crucial foundational 
steps, but there is much more work to be done. I think I bring a wealth of experience and 
knowledge to the table that, with the Superintendent, the staff  and the rest of the Board, will help 
the District move in the direction it’s started, and should continue, to 
go in.

CITY COUNCIL, DISTRICT 130

Michael Giannotti
Running for:  City Council, District 130

Party affi  liation:  Republican

Campaign website:  facebook.com/GiannottiGuttman130th

Occupation:  Marketing and development for a local nonprofi t

Neighborhood:  130th District

Education background:  Graduate of Warren Harding High School



Previous elected offi  ces:  None

Number of children:  One adult son

Did you ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

Did your children ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  No

What will be your #1 priority if elected?  Make the city more aff ordable to live, work, and raise 
a family. Taxes crime quality of life issues, as well as economic development and a thriving 
downtown all play a role in accomplishing the above.

What is your vision for education in Bridgeport?  A school district where all children, regardless 
of race, religion, socio-economic background can go and receive a quality education that is 
second to none.

What, in your opinion, is the greatest challenge facing Bridgeport?  Do not think there is one 
challenge facing the city at the present time. We need to make the city more aff ordable to live, 
and make it more attractive to developers. We need to shift the tax burden off  of homeowners.

75% of Bridgeport’s third graders aren’t reading on grade level, and 90% of our eighth graders 
aren’t doing math on grade level. If elected, what will you do to fi x this?  We need to make sure 
our 20,000+ students have all the necessary tools to succeed. We need to have both literacy 
and math coaches, and paraprofessionals in all the classes.

Do you believe Bridgeport should receive increased education funding?  Why or why not?  Yes. 
Bridgeport schools have been underfunded for way too long. That being said, the BOE needs to 
be run like a business. You cannot spend more than you receive.

Why do you believe Bridgeport citizens should vote for you?  Born and raised in Bridgeport, 
product of our schools, was a reporter for the CT post, and worked as the spokesperson for 
former mayor John Fabrizi and two past superintendents of schools. We need change and 
Giannotti and Guttman can provide that change. Honesty, integrity, humility - that is our promise 
to all voters. 

Jeff Guttman 
Running for:  City Council, District 130

Party affi  liation:  Republican

Campaign website:  facebook.com/GiannottiGuttman130th

Occupation:  Self employed, Title Searcher

Neighborhood:  Black Rock

Education background:  Associate Degree, UNH (New Haven)

Previous elected offi  ces:  Town Council, Monroe, 3 terms; BOE, Monroe, 1 term

Number of children:  Two, Joshua (23) and Danya (20)

Did you ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  No

Did your children ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

What will be your #1 priority if elected?  Make the city more aff ordable to live, work, and raise a 
family. Taxes crime quality of life issues, as well as economic development and a thriving 
downtown all play a role in accomplishing the above.

What is your vision for education in Bridgeport?  A school district where all children, regardless 
of race, religion, socio-economic background can go and receive a quality education that is 
second to none.

What, in your opinion, is the greatest challenge facing Bridgeport?  Do not think there is one 
challenge facing the city at the present time. We need to make the city more aff ordable to live, 
and make it more attractive to developers. We need to shift the tax burden off  of homeowners.

75% of Bridgeport’s third graders aren’t reading on grade level, and 90% of our eighth graders 
aren’t doing math on grade level. If elected, what will you do to fi x this?  We need to make sure 
our 20,000+ students have all the necessary tools to succeed. We need to have both literacy 
and math coaches, and paraprofessionals in all the classes.

Do you believe Bridgeport should receive increased education funding?  Why or why not?  Yes. 
Bridgeport schools have been underfunded for way too long. That being said, the BOE needs to 
be run like a business. You cannot spend more than you receive.

Why do you believe Bridgeport citizens should vote for you?  Past experience with being on the 
town council in Monroe for three terms and BOE for one term. As my partner said: Honesty, 
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integrity, humility is our promise to all voters in Bridgeport. 

Christina Smith 
Running for:  City Council, District 130     
Party affi  liation:  Democrat

Campaign website:  SmithSpain2017.com

Occupation:  Executive Director of Groundwork Bridgeport

Neighborhood:  Black Rock/West End

Education background:  BA Economics, Princeton University, MSc Urban Regeneration, UCL 
(University College London), MA Historical and Sustainable Architecture, NYU

Previous elected offi  ces:  None

Number of children:  None

Did you ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  No

Did your children ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  N/A

What will be your #1 priority if elected?  My #1 priority if elected is to do my best in advocating 
to address the issues constituents in my district and across the city are concerned with the 
including: access to jobs; more activities for children; better road, sidewalk and median 
maintenance; reduced taxes, and improved house quality.

What is your vision for education in Bridgeport?  I envision an educational landscape where 
Bridgeport children have equal opportunity and experiences to reach their full academic 
potential.

What, in your opinion, is the greatest challenge facing Bridgeport?  In my opinion, the greatest 
challenge facing Bridgeport is the lack of strong economic base to support the city’s fi nancial 
needs.

75% of Bridgeport’s third graders aren’t reading on grade level, and 90% of our eighth graders 
aren’t doing math on grade level. If elected, what will you do to fi x this?  If elected, my goal will 
be to comprehend from the most basic level the details behind why students are not at grade 
level, beyond just a lack of school resources, and then seek solutions to address the issues in 
ways that overcome known barriers and challenges.

Do you believe Bridgeport should receive increased education funding?  Why or why not?  
I believe Bridgeport should receive the level of funding that is equitable and needed to 
ensure that students in the city are being supplied with the resources they need to succeed 
academically.

Why do you believe Bridgeport citizens should vote for you?  I believe Bridgeport citizens should 
vote for me because I believe in understanding issues from a variety of perspectives and looking 
for solutions that will address the needs of all parties as best as possible.

Pete Spain 
Running for:  City Council, District 130     
Party affi  liation:  Democrat

Campaign website:  SmithSpain2017.com

Occupation:  Chief Operating Offi  cer of Kate Spain, LLC, a creative design 
business based in Bridgeport, KDSpain.com

Neighborhood:  Black Rock/West End

Education background:  University of Virginia, B.A. English Literature, Weedon Scholar in 
Chinese History; Yale University, M.P.H. in Chronic Disease Epidemiology

Previous elected offi  ces:  None

Number of children:  None

Did you ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  No

Did your children ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  No

What will be your #1 priority if elected?  Listening and engaging. To represent is to fi rst listen. 
There’s been a debilitating lack of public dialogue and advocacy; the City Council seems allergic 
to it. I will be a listener and an engaging, assertive, evidence-based representative for my 



diverse district and its people and their many needs.

What is your vision for education in Bridgeport?  Start young! I want all children in our city to 
receive the same quality education that children do in the surrounding suburbs, plus additional 
psychosocial, health, and extracurricular support.

What, in your opinion, is the greatest challenge facing Bridgeport?  To me, there are two 
challenges that are tied for “the greatest”: Poverty and Bridgeport’s unsustainable fi nances in 
the form of $1.6 billion in unfunded retiree obligations. If we cannot be fi nancially sustainable city, 
we will be incapable of supporting real opportunities for education, training, and jobs - essential 
“ladders” for prosperous and healthy communities.

75% of Bridgeport’s third graders aren’t reading on grade level, and 90% of our eighth graders 
aren’t doing math on grade level. If elected, what will you do to fi x this?  If elected to the City 
Council, I will work with parents and families in my district to push for change for the better, 
including adequately funding the schools, in light of evidence-based recommendations from 
the Board of Education and the BOE’s Chief Financial Offi  cer, Marlene Siegel. The City Council 
needs to listen more to educators, students, and parents.

Do you believe Bridgeport should receive increased education funding?  Why or why not?  Yes, 
no question. I base this on my discussions over the past 4 years with parents, educators, Board 
of Ed members, and academics, and in my reading, including Connecticut Superior Court Judge 
Thomas G. Moukawsher’s 90-page decision on the Connecticut Coalition for Justice in Education 
Funding (CCJEF) vs. Rell.

Why do you believe Bridgeport citizens should vote for you?  My education, my research 
experience, and, through my civic action in Bridgeport the past 5 years, my earnest appreciation 
for our citizens’ interdependence and dissatisfaction with the status quo.

CITY COUNCIL, DISTRICT 131

Jack Banta
Running for:  City Council, District 131

Party affi  liation:  Democrat 

Campaign website:  None

Occupation:  Electrician

Neighborhood:  South End

Education background:  High School, 2yrs College, Finished Tech School (Digital Electronics)

Previous elected offi  ces:  City Council

Number of children:  One

Did you ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  No

Did your children ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  No

What will be your #1 priority if elected?  Families are more involved with schooling, holding 
teachers accountable, bringing more funding from Hartford.

What is your vision for education in Bridgeport?  Every child completes the 12th grade and 
moves on to college, armed forces, technical training.

What, in your opinion, is the greatest challenge facing Bridgeport?  Lack of people fi nancing for 
schools and lack of parent involvement.

75% of Bridgeport’s third graders aren’t reading on grade level, and 90% of our eighth graders 
aren’t doing math on grade level. If elected, what will you do to fi x this?  More funding, if not 
able to get funding, more involvement from the private sector (volunteers and mentoring).

Do you believe Bridgeport should receive increased education funding?  Why or why not?  
Absolutely, BPT is the lowest funded in the state. More should be spent in the classroom and 
less on administrational funding.

Why do you believe Bridgeport citizens should vote for you?  Well knowledge of City 
Government, working well with people who may not agree with you. Keeping an open mind not 
afraid to try something new.
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Rosa Collins 
Running for:  City Council, District 131    
Party affi  liation:  Republican 

Candidate declined to respond

Terrence Sullivan 
Running for:  City Council, District 131

Party affi  liation:  Republican 

Candidate declined to respond

Denese Taylor-Moye
Running for:  City Council, District 131     
Party affi  liation:  Democrat 
Campaign website:  Just fl yers & campaign literature

Occupation:  Retired

Neighborhood:  South End, 131st district

Education background:  Some college

Previous elected offi  ces:  City Council

Number of children:  Four

Did you ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

Did your children ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

What will be your #1 priority if elected?  Economic Development - Sets the growth of a city 
through housing, health, and education. These are things that relate to all human needs.

What is your vision for education in Bridgeport?  That all schools will set there values at 
education from a early age to promote self-worth, dignity, and self-esteem.

What, in your opinion, is the greatest challenge facing Bridgeport?  Educational funding which 
has been absent for decades.

75% of Bridgeport’s third graders aren’t reading on grade level, and 90% of our eighth graders 
aren’t doing math on grade level. If elected, what will you do to fi x this?  We have to support our 
teachers, our schools, and fi ght for the funds that will bring books or new tech into our schools 
as well as teaching skills.

Do you believe Bridgeport should receive increased education funding?  Why or why not?  Yes, 
I do. We know the importance of education and we know we lack resources because of funding 
an increase will help our educational process for all.

Why do you believe Bridgeport citizens should vote for you?  People make promises where as I 
feel actions are important and having your facts I’m a honest and humble person I’m a rational 
thinker, I follow up and I have learn to be a better council person through the years and 
challenges have help me to serve better.

CITY COUNCIL, DISTRICT 132

Jeff Falberg 
Running for:  City Council, District 132   
Party affi  liation:  Republican 

Candidate declined to respond

Kyle Langan
Running for:  City Council, District 132   
Party affi  liation:  Democrat

Campaign website:  InThe132.com, facebook.com/brownlangan132, @BPTKyle

Occupation: Teacher at Achievement First Bridgeport Academy

No Photo 
Available



Neighborhood:  132nd District

Education Background: BA English from Boston University; MA Education Leadership,
Management, and Policy from Seton Hall University

Previous elected offi  ces:  None

Number of children:  None

Did you ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

Did your children ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  N/A

What will be your #1 priority if elected?  My number one priority is the building of community 
power in order to reverse the top down way in which our government operates. I have already 
been speaking to neighbors and building a network with the purpose of organizing and voicing 
concerns. As a city councilperson, it will be my job to ensure that all barriers to the voice of the 
community are removed.

What is your vision for education in Bridgeport?  It should not be the case that you must win 
the lottery in order for your child to get a good education, but that is the reality in our city. My 
vision for the Bridgeport education system is one in which our young people are supported 
and challenged to dissect complex problems that prepare them for college and career. The 
curriculum is project based, responsive to diverse cultures, and allows all children to see 
themselves refl ected and valued.

What, in your opinion, is the greatest challenge facing Bridgeport?  The greatest challenge 
facing Bridgeport is our budget. Currently, the budget on a year to year basis is encumbered by 
pension debt. Contracts that are causing us to accrue this debt must be revisited.

75% of Bridgeport’s third graders aren’t reading on grade level, and 90% of our eighth graders 
aren’t doing math on grade level. If elected, what will you do to fi x this?  Although I am a 
teacher and have professional knowledge about remediation strategies, it is not my job as a city 
councilperson to tell the Board of Ed or the superintendent what to do (state and local charter 
separate these bodies). I will, however, seek to have a communicative relationship with the 
superintendent. I will ask her to present her master plan for our schools, especially in terms of 
our struggling scholars, and then hold her accountable to that plan.

Do you believe Bridgeport should receive increased education funding?  Why or why not?  
Absolutely. Bridgeport schools are failing not because of any fault of the young people. 
Bridgeport schools are failing not because of a lack of caring or hard working adults. The 
elephant in the room when it comes to urban education is racism.

Why do you believe Bridgeport citizens should vote for you?  I think Bridgeport citizens should 
vote for me because I will work for them. I have never worked for the city and am an outsider to 
its political machinations. I am a trained educator and a leader that communicates across lines of 
diff erence to fi nd positive solutions to complex problems. 

Marcus Brown
Running for:  City Council, District 132   
Party affi  liation:  Democrat

Campaign website:  InThe132.com, facebook.com/brownlangan132

Occupation:  Sales Associate at T-Mobile

Neighborhood:  132nd District

Education background:  Currently enrolled and pursuing a degree at Housatonic

Previous elected offi  ces:  Elected member of the Bridgeport DTC for the 132nd District

Number of children:  None

Did you ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

Did your children ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  N/A

What will be your #1 priority if elected?  My fi rst priority will be to bring accountability, 
transparency and communication to constituents. I believe there is far too much information 
hidden from the public and not shared with the public, like the monthly fi nancial reports that 
should be made available online instead of making our citizens pay to receive it in person in a 
paper format. We need to address lapsed commissions and appointed roles that are far past 
expired terms and examine the city budget to see where money can be saved.

What is your vision for education in Bridgeport?  My vision for education in Bridgeport is where 
every single child gets a good and thorough education with the support of school teachers 
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and principals and parents working together to strengthen our children. I envision fully funded 
classrooms and school activities and sports with updated supplies and technologies so our 
children learn the most updated information on the best devices while experiencing the full 
recreational sports that keep them active and involved and off  the streets. Every school in 
Bridgeport would receive the top teachers, the top offi  cials, top coaches and equal funding all 
the way around so no school in the city is above another.

What, in your opinion, is the greatest challenge facing Bridgeport?  Bridgeport’s problems grow 
and feed off  each other. With our budget problem, we have less money for education and after 
school activities which translates to problems for Bridgeport families and children and then we 
have elected offi  cials who are not attending meetings they are supposed to be making important 
decisions for our city and then we have a lack of trust in our offi  cials and police as no one is 
communicating and talking to each other and our citizens do not have the information they need 
or want. We have a trust problem in our offi  cials and we have a great and growing challenge with 
our budget; there are many solutions to the budget problem including addressing our pension 
debt, accountability for police overtime, cutting out several unnecessary items out of the budget 
and more.

75% of Bridgeport’s third graders aren’t reading on grade level, and 90% of our eighth graders 
aren’t doing math on grade level. If elected, what will you do to fi x this?  We need more funding 
for education period. More funding brings more teachers and tutors, better programs and 
technologies and more ways to solve this sincere problem. Our Board of Education should come 
up with a plan to address this, and also work with parents on this problem, and City Council 
members can work with BOE to bring the plan to life and communicate it to parents and schools.

Do you believe Bridgeport should receive increased education funding?  Why or why not?  
Absolutely. No town or city in Connecticut spends less of its tax money on per-pupil spending 
than Bridgeport, and that is a problem, especially when we don’t have the funding. When we 
invest in our schools and our children, we see that ROI over and over through more educated 
students who are focused on growing and learning and doing, we see them go to college and 
we see them returning to apply for jobs, raise families and do work here in Bridgeport.

Why do you believe Bridgeport citizens should vote for you?  I am born and raised Bridgeport 
and I’ve seen and been through the education system myself, and I will work extremely hard 
for the city that I’m proud of and the city I love. I will communicate with my constituents directly, 
will listen to my consistent and seek their feedback and input often and will work to bring more 
transparency and accountability to City Council and the administration overall. I believe in 
this city, I believe in our people and I know we can make better plans together to further our 
education, economic development, infrastructure and more that we all need to succeed and 
thrive. 

Peter Perillo 
Running for:  City Council, District 132     
Party affi  liation:  Republican

Campaign website: facebook.com/peter.perillo.77

Occupation:  No response

Neighborhood:  Brooklawn

Education background:  Bachelors of Science from Sacred Heart University

Previous elected offi  ces:  None

Number of children:  Three

Did you ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

Did your children ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  No

What will be your #1 priority if elected?  My number one priority if elected is to begin a crusade 
to eventually install video cameras in every classroom, not just for security but for students and 
teachers to see themselves working, achieving, problem solving and cooperating together. Every 
class will produce a video showing its accomplishments throughout the school year.

What is your vision for education in Bridgeport?  Education in Bridgeport needs to include a blend 
of traditional public, creative charter and faith based private schools, allowing families the choice to 
decide what is best for them. In all educational settings students must be held responsible for their 
actions and understand the consequences of their actions all while being valued.

What, in your opinion, is the greatest challenge facing Bridgeport?  The greatest challenge facing 
Bridgeport is the ignorance and apathy of its voters, preventing the implementation of a progressive 
and constructive government, needed to eff ectively change the perception of business owners/



developers and potential home-buys considering moving into town.

75% of Bridgeport’s third graders aren’t reading on grade level, and 90% of our eighth 
graders aren’t doing math on grade level. If elected, what will you do to fi x this?  I would work 
toward maximizing all resources for grades Pre-K thru third, including increased numbers of 
paraprofessionals. Young learners need to believe in themselves and feel they have unlimited 
potential. It is imperative to make children in this age range feel cared for.

Do you believe Bridgeport should receive increased education funding?  Why or why not?  We 
will fi ght for Bridgeport to receive her fair share of state and federal funds. Local property taxes 
cannot be increased, so BOE budgets must control waste and duplication. While also being 
disciplined and responsive.

Why do you believe Bridgeport citizens should vote for you?  Bridgeport citizens should vote 
for me because I understand the challenges of family, business, and education. I will utilize my 
experience, training, education, and values to make decisions to help people’s lives improve. I 
am beholding to no special interest or political agenda.

CITY COUNCIL, DISTRICT 133

Michael DeFilippo 
Running for:  City Council, District 133   
Party affi  liation:  Democrat 

Candidate declined to respond

Neville de la Rosa 
Running for:  City Council, District 133    
Party affi  liation:  Republican

Campaign website:  None

Occupation:  Retired Funeral Director / Embalmer

Neighborhood: North End / 133rd District

Education Background:  Associate Degree in Applied Science

Previous elected offi  ces:  First time running

Number of children:  One

Did you ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

Did your children ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

What will be your #1 priority if elected?  My number 1 priority would be to cut taxes.

What is your vision for education in Bridgeport?  My vision would be to have 2 diff erent school 
choices. One would be for college bound and the other technical bound starting in the 6th 
grade. No more middle school.

What, in your opinion, is the greatest challenge facing Bridgeport?  Jobs for the citizens of 
Bridgeport and keeping them fi rst.

75% of Bridgeport’s third graders aren’t reading on grade level, and 90% of our eighth graders 
aren’t doing math on grade level. If elected, what will you do to fi x this?  Hire more tutors for 
after school programs.

Do you believe Bridgeport should receive increased education funding?  Why or why not?  Yes. 
How are you going to pay the tutors.

Why do you believe Bridgeport citizens should vote for you?  I don’t know much about this 
position, but at least I admit it. but I’m a fast learner and I tell it like it is. 

Jeanette Herron
Running for:  City Council, District 133     
Party affi  liation:  Democrat

Campaign website:  None

Occupation:  Paraprofessional for BPT BOE
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Neighborhood:  Lower North End

Education background:  BS in Social Science

Previous elected offi  ces:  Current City Councilman

Number of children:  2 grown children. I have 2 grandchildren.

Did you ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  No

Did your children ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

What will be your #1 priority if elected?  Economic Development is one priority because without 
it we will not be able to move this city forward. Our schools need a complete overhaul and my 
goal is to help with this.

What is your vision for education in Bridgeport?  My vision is to see our schools have the best 
education possible without having to compare to the suburbs. Our children deserve the best.

What, in your opinion, is the greatest challenge facing Bridgeport?  The greatest challenge I 
see is that we don’t all come together. This city and its people have to put pride away and work 
together.

75% of Bridgeport’s third graders aren’t reading on grade level, and 90% of our eighth graders 
aren’t doing math on grade level. If elected, what will you do to fi x this?  Our BOE controls 
themselves. The City elected offi  cials have no say. I can only advocate for our children which I 
do.

You believe Bridgeport should receive increased education funding?  Why or why not?  I believe 
that the BOE must be accountable for the funds provided.

Why do you believe Bridgeport citizens should vote for you?  I have always believe that voting is 
a right. Our forefathers died for this, and I will always say your vote counts

Michele Minutolo 
Running for:  City Council, District 133   
Party affi  liation:  Republican 

Candidate declined to respond

CITY COUNCIL, DISTRICT 134

Anthony Lombardo 
Running for:  City Council, District 134  
Party affi  liation:  Republican 

Candidate declined to respond

Michelle Lyons
Running for:  City Council, District 134  
Party affi  liation:  Democrat 

Candidate declined to respond

Anthony Puccio
Running for:  City Council, District 134  
Party affi  liation:  Republican

Candidate declined to respond

AmyMarie Vizzo-Paniccia 
Running for:  City Council, District 134  
Party affi  liation:  Democrat 

Candidate declined to respond

No Photo 
Available

No Photo 
Available



CITY COUNCIL, DISTRICT 135

Mary McBride-Lee  
Running for:  City Council, District 135  
Party affi  liation:  Democrat 

Candidate declined to respond

Rosalina Roman-Christy
Running for:  City Council, District 135     
Party affi  liation:  Democrat

Campaign website:  None

Occupation:  N/A

Neighborhood:  135th district

Education background:  MS

Previous elected offi  ces:  None

Number of children:  Three

Did you ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

Did your children ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

What will be your #1 priority if elected?  Economic Development because it will bring money to 
the City, which enable the city to raise the funding quote for B.O.E.

What is your vision for education in Bridgeport?  Education funding for Bridgeport children 
should be as is or increased. Charter School funding should not be taken from BOE funds.

What, in your opinion, is the greatest challenge facing Bridgeport?  Lack of jobs, economic 
development and public safety and poor education system.

75% of Bridgeport’s third graders aren’t reading on grade level, and 90% of our eighth graders 
aren’t doing math on grade level. If elected, what will you do to fi x this?  Provide more funding 
to schools, provide more paraprofessionals in classrooms, provide after schools tutoring.

Do you believe Bridgeport should receive increased education funding?  Why or why not?  Yes.

Why do you believe Bridgeport citizens should vote for you?  Bpt residents should vote for me 
because I grew up in Bpt and went to Public Schools. I strongly believe that Bpt School must 
receive its equal share of funding per child. 

CITY COUNCIL, DISTRICT 136

Alfredo Castillo
Running for:  City Council, District 136

Party affi  liation:  Democrat 

Candidate declined to respond

Philip Flynn  
Running for:  City Council, District 136

Party affi  liation:  Republican

Candidate declined to respond

Roslin Marcelus 
Running for:  City Council, District 136

Party affi  liation:  Republican

Candidate declined to respond

No Photo Available

No Photo 
Available
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Maria Zambrano Viggiano 
Running for:  City Council, District 136     
Party affi  liation:  Democrat

Campaign website: forthe136.com, facebook.com/forthe136

Occupation: Connecticut Regional Director at Leadership for Educational Equity 
(national, education non-profi t organization)

Neighborhood:  St. Vincent’s / Lower North End

Education background:  Bachelor’s degree in political science from Boston University; Master’s 
degree in education policy and management from Harvard University

Previous elected offi  ces:  N/A

Number of children:  N/A
Did you ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

Did your children ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  N/A

What will be your #1 priority if elected?  I will not be focused on one single thing if elected as 
my district has a diverse constituency with diverse needs. My top priorities will be: public safety, 
economic development, and quality of life issues. Please visit my campaign website for more 
specifi cs: www.forthe136.com/priorities.

What is your vision for education in Bridgeport?  My vision is that one day every child in 
Bridgeport can attend a world-class public school in their neighborhood, and that those world-
class schools prepare our children for success in college, career, and life.

What, in your opinion, is the greatest challenge facing Bridgeport?  A lack of economic 
development which leads to chronic joblessness among residents, generational poverty, and 
high property taxes.

75% of Bridgeport’s third graders aren’t reading on grade level, and 90% of our eighth graders 
aren’t doing math on grade level. If elected, what will you do to fi x this?  The City Council has 
limited jurisdiction over Bridgeport Public Schools. However, as a former public school teacher 
and an education advocate, I will fi ght to ensure the City fulfi lls its obligations to our schools and 
I will advocate against cuts to the city’s education budget whenever possible. I will support any 
City eff ort that provides opportunities for our youth, such as after-school and summer programs.

Do you believe Bridgeport should receive increased education funding?  Why or why not?  
Absolutely. For too long our state has not provided Bridgeport with the proper resources to 
educate our children. The depressing statistics you list above are a direct consequence of the 
state’s serial under-investment in our youth and teachers. This must change or we will never 
close the achievement gap.

Why do you believe Bridgeport citizens should vote for you?  I am a product of Bridgeport Public 
Schools and grew up in a low-income, immigrant family. Today, I am a college graduate and 
Bridgeport homeowner. I’ve spent my life serving Bridgeport and communities like it, fi rst as a 
public school teacher and then as education advocate and non-profi t leader.

CITY COUNCIL, DISTRICT 137

Donald Christiansen 
Running for:  City Council, District 137 
Party affi  liation:  Republican

Candidate declined to respond

Luis Colon 
Running for:  City Council, District 137 
Party affi  liation:  Republican

Candidate declined to respond



Aidee Nieves 
Running for:  City Council, District 137     
Party affi  liation:  Democrat

Campaign website:  None

Occupation:  Offi  ce Coordinator, Achievement First Bridgeport Middle

Neighborhood:  137th District, East Side

Education background: Bullard Havens Technical High School graduate, University of Bridgeport 
3 yrs

Previous elected offi  ces:  City Council, 137th District, 12/2015 to Present

Number of children:  Two

Did you ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

Did your children ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

What will be your #1 priority if elected?  If re-elected, my number one priority to continue to 
support the economic revitalization plan for the city of Bridgeport. Bringing more jobs and 
businesses into Bridgeport would yield not only an increase in the economy and educational 
funding, but will also work to bring a positive narrative around the city. I believe the revitalization 
would allow the city to substantially support our schools with education funding along with an 
increase in state funding.

What is your vision for education in Bridgeport?  My vision for education in Bridgeport is for our 
students to be able to compete with the students of neighboring cities. I want our children to 
have the same economical and educational standards as their counterparts. Also, they should be 
able to thrive in today’s society.

What, in your opinion, is the greatest challenge facing Bridgeport?  The greatest challenge 
facing Bridgeport is its image. Although the city is working to bring businesses, the narrative of 
Bridgeport is that of violence and miseducation. Our city needs to work to change that image 
and use the media to celebrate our successes and improve the educational systems to meet the 
needs of our children.

75% of Bridgeport’s third graders aren’t reading on grade level, and 90% of our eighth graders 
aren’t doing math on grade level. If elected, what will you do to fi x this?  If elected, I will work 
to continue to increase allocation dollars. Actively seek grants and free programs to improve 
our reading and math levels through community collaborations. I would look for funding 
and programs specifi cally to increase the amount of free tutoring off ered, and to increase 
professional development for teachers.

Do you believe Bridgeport should receive increased education funding?  Why or why not?  Yes, 
Bridgeport needs to receive increase; historically Bridgeport’s allocation of ECS funding formula 
has been under fund the district compared to surrounding communities. If the funding allocation 
were adequately allocated to meet the needs of Bridgeport students, the district could aff ord to 
be technologically competitive, increase staffi  ng level in kindergarten, and provide exceptional 
supportive services for struggling students while providing a quality education for Bridgeport 
children.

Why do you believe Bridgeport citizens should vote for you?  As a lifelong resident of the East 
Side of Bridgeport, I believe in this city and community. We as residents have the power to 
change this city. If re-elected, changing the city, for me, is personal; I want to see it become 
an economic powerhouse city where families can continue to grow and thrive both socio-
economically and fi nancially. 

Maria Valle
Running for:  City Council, District 137     
Party affi  liation:  Democrat

Campaign website:  None

Occupation:  Former Home School Coordinator, Retired; East Side Senior Aide

Neighborhood:  East Side, 06608

Education background:  Attended Harding High School and studied Human Services at
Springfi eld College

Previous elected offi  ces:  2002-2009 City Council; State Central Member, Town Committee
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Number of children:  Three

Did you ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

Did your children ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

What will be your #1 priority if elected?  If elected I will support and advocate along with the 
Board of Education in assuring that adequate funding is channeled to the schools. Our children 
deserve and need the funding to help them achieve their dreams and aspiration regardless of 
their social economic background.

What is your vision for education in Bridgeport?  My vision is that once and for all the Board of 
Education members, come together and fi nd solutions to their ongoing internal indiff erences so 
that each members passionate ideas will come to fruition. Their ideas will then become a reality. 
One success story at a time.

What, in your opinion, is the greatest challenge facing Bridgeport?  The greatest challenge 
facing Bridgeport is the opportunity for a decent paying job. A job that families will be able to 
make ends meet; pay their rent and place food on their table.

75% of Bridgeport’s third graders aren’t reading on grade level, and 90% of our eighth graders 
aren’t doing math on grade level. If elected, what will you do to fi x this?  Support and advocate 
for adequate funding. Meet with those in charge in discussing and implementing the tools 
necessary to help our youngsters succeed.

Do you believe Bridgeport should receive increased education funding?  Why or why not?  Yes, I 
believe Bridgeport should receive increased education funding because this additional funding 
will increase school resources and special education support. It will also impact in closing the 
achievement gap.

Why do you believe Bridgeport citizens should vote for you?  Bridgeport citizens should vote 
for me because of my passion for a better Bridgeport, for my vision that our city streets are 
cleaned and our blighted houses removed. I will be a voice for the residents. In speaking out 
for adequate funding for our schools, support those eff orts that will bring to Bridgeport jobs for 
the residents.

CITY COUNCIL, DISTRICT 138

Karen Jackson 
Running for:  City Council, District 138    
Party affi  liation:  Democrat

Campaign website:  None

Occupation:  Social Worker, Case Manager, Business Owner

Neighborhood:  Nob Hill

Education background:  BA/MSW Group Social Work

Previous elected offi  ces:  DPAC

Number of children:  Three

Did you ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  No

Did your children ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

What will be your #1 priority if elected?  Make sure that the money that will be allotted from 
the State because Bridgeport has a poorer school district is spent to improve and change the 
curriculum, free summer schools for example.

What is your vision for education in Bridgeport?  My vision for education in Bridgeport is to 
enlighten parents to be active participants in their child(rens) life through meeting them where 
they are along with getting rid of the eurocentric point of view of the history books and include 
culturally awareness of self for the students, interdisciplinary learning, along with a pipeline to 
college not unlike New Haven promise program. Last but not least have a hiring fair for so called 
minority teachers to comply with State of not having 95% of Caucasian teachers.

What, in your opinion, is the greatest challenge facing Bridgeport?  The greatest challenge 
facing Bridgeport is 44 thousand registered voters and only less that 6,000 come out to vote so 
their lack of knowledge of what is going on in Bridgeport that directly aff ects their lives becomes 
an after thought when nothing can be done by that time to change the issue from the initial 
stage of proposal like voting for tax increase.

75% of Bridgeport’s third graders aren’t reading on grade level, and 90% of our eighth graders 



aren’t doing math on grade level. If elected, what will you do to fi x this?  As a City council 
member I can propose Free Summer School for all failing Bridgeport students to start to close 
the gap is a beginning start of how to “fi x” this?

Do you believe Bridgeport should receive increased education funding?  Why or why not?  The 
increased education funding is already coming to Bridgeport. On 8/1/17 according to Governor 
Malloy announced that the state budget will be shifted to poorer school districts which included 
Bridgeport.

Why do you believe Bridgeport citizens should vote for you?  Bridgeport residents of the 138th 
district should vote for Karen Jackson because my goals for the 138th district and Bridgeport 
residents as a whole will always be altruistic and in service to Bridgeport residents

Jose Quiroga 
Running for:  City Council, District 138

Party affi  liation:  Republican

Candidate declined to respond

Nessah Smith 
Running for:  City Council, District 138 
Party affi  liation:  Democrat 

Candidate declined to respond

Manuel Williamson
Running for:  City Council, District 138 
Party affi  liation:  Republican

Candidate declined to respond

CITY COUNCIL, DISTRICT 139

Eneida Martinez 
Running for:  City Council, District 139     
Party affi  liation:  Democrat

Campaign website:  facebook.com/Re-elect-Eneida-Martinez-for-City-
Council-139-District

Occupation:  Case Management and Housing Specialist

Neighborhood:  East End

Education background:  High School graduate and 2 years of college

Previous elected offi  ces:  City Council 2013

Number of children:  Four

Did you ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

Did your children ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

What will be your #1 priority if elected?  Accountability and transparency and fulfi lling the 
priorities of our city. Starting with our youth and families.

What is your vision for education in Bridgeport?  A free public education; all schools equipped 
new technology; school environments that are engaging, supporting, learning, and fl exible; all 
students reading at grade level passing and graduating.

What, in your opinion, is the greatest challenge facing Bridgeport?  A combination of the 
following: Teachers, up to date curriculum, accountability, respect, and academic vision.

75% of Bridgeport’s third graders aren’t reading on grade level, and 90% of our eighth graders 
aren’t doing math on grade level. If elected, what will you do to fi x this?  I would advocate and 
work with the Board of Ed, parents and my fellow City Council members to review and evaluate 
current programs being off ered and seek out research based best practices that would work in 
Bridgeport.

Do you believe Bridgeport should receive increased education funding?  Why or why not?  Yes, 

No Photo Available

No Photo 
Available
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the formula in the State of CT needs to be revised but we also need to reallocate the funds we 
currently have to support new research based initiatives.

Why do you believe Bridgeport citizens should vote for you?  I am committed to improving the 
City. I am a strong leader and I have a passion for children and families and for the future of 
Bridgeport. I listen carefully, and make decisions based upon the best interest of the people I 
represent.

Ernest Newton
Running for:  City Council, District 139     

Party affi  liation:  Democrat

Campaign website:  None

Occupation:  Career Resources Retrenine Citizen Navigator

Neighborhood:  East End, 139th District

Education background:  Winston-Salem-State Univ. Music

Previous elected offi  ces:  President, City Council 139th District; Deputy Speaker of the House; 
Protem State Senator

Number of children:  Four

Did you ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

Did your children ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  Yes

What will be your #1 priority if elected?  Education, Jobs, Crime.

What is your vision for education in Bridgeport?  Every child be given an opportunity to learn 
with the tools they need to become successful in life.

What, in your opinion, is the greatest challenge facing Bridgeport?  Safety, funding, parents 
involvement.

75% of Bridgeport’s third graders aren’t reading on grade level, and 90% of our eighth graders 
aren’t doing math on grade level. If elected, what will you do to fi x this?  Fight to increase 
funding to add more math & reading instructors.

Do you believe Bridgeport should receive increased education funding?  Why or why not?  Yes. 
We should take monies from towns that don’t need it.

Why do you believe Bridgeport citizens should vote for you?  People should vote for me because 
of my work on City Council as well as serving in House of Rep’s and State Senate. 

John Rodriguez 
Running for:  City Council, District 139     
Party affi  liation:  Republican

Campaign website:  None

Occupation:  Business owner and former Union member and Real Estate owner/
Appraiser

Neighborhood:  District 139, Bridgeport Hospital Area

Education background:  B.S. in Business

Previous elected offi  ces:  Currently Bridge Academy Board President 7yrs; Sports Coach

Number of children:  Five

Did you ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  No

Did your children ever attend public school in Bridgeport?  No

What will be your #1 priority if elected?  Clearly it is creating transparency and accountability for 
a safe secure city, where we’re receiving a competitive education to succeed in today’s America.

What is your vision for education in Bridgeport?  Support the family by creating stability with 
trainings towards advancing education by including the caregivers too. We need productive 
students that create assets of themselves. We meet their potential of the horizon with achievable 
goals. We can increase our high school graduation rates and improve secondary education 
opportunities.



What, in your opinion, is the greatest challenge facing Bridgeport?  Commitment to community 
and action from our families. We as a community must live out our verbal commitments. Stability 
a key component.

75% of Bridgeport’s third graders aren’t reading on grade level, and 90% of our eighth graders 
aren’t doing math on grade level. If elected, what will you do to fi x this?  To fi x this problem, we 
need everyone to follow through with reading at home. Recruiting volunteers to teach those that 
can not. Tutoring after school should be available.

Do you believe Bridgeport should receive increased education funding?  Why or why not?  
Absolutely, we have a big population to serve. We need continuity of service, fair salaries and for 
educational services.
Why do you believe Bridgeport citizens should vote for you?  I believe Bridgeport citizens should 
vote for me because I have the commitment to move our children forward from preschool to 
college graduates. I know the challenges that we face as caregivers and parents. I am from the 
same type of urban community and have served for six years on a Bridgeport school board

Jasmin Sanchez
Running for:  City Council, District 139 
Party affi  liation:  Republican

Candidate declined to respond

Wanda Simmons
Running for:  City Council, District 139 
Party affi  liation:  Working Families Party

Candidate declined to respond

Cecil Young
Running for:  City Council, District 139 
Party affi  liation:  Democrat

Candidate declined to respond
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 Notes



FaithActs for Education is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that does not endorse any candidate or party.

October 31 @ 8pm 
Deadline to register before the November 7 election

November 7 @ 6am-8pm 
Vote in the General Election for BOE & City Council 
Same-day voter registration at 999 Broad Street

 
Vote.org 

Register online, check your polling place, absentee ballots

Registrar of Voters 

(203) 576-7281 / 999 Broad Street 
Register in person, check your polling place

Town Clerk 

(203) 576-7208 / 45 Lyon Terrace 
Absentee ballots

FaithActs for Education 

Text (203) 583-8573 / Call (203) 868-0443  
Commit to vote, get rides to the polls

Key Dates

Resources

More information at

VoteBridgeport.com


